
IF THIS OLD HOUSE COULD TALK   —   Written by Perry Dean Young 

 
If this old house could talk, what stories it would tell.  
The logs in this house represent a rough and rugged 
history that brings us to this place to celebrate the 
strength and courage of our pioneer ancestors. 
 
There was, first of all, a grueling two-and-a-half-
month voyage across the ocean to Maryland in the 
late 1600s or early 1700s. Then, there was the slow 
grinding process, hour by hour, day by day, down 
the Great Wagon road through the valleys of 
western Virginia to Salisbury. There was free land in 
the mountains of western North Carolina and that 
was what lured our ancestors. 
 
Thomas and Naomi Hyatt Young arrived in what is 
now McDowell County in the 1760s. The dangers 
were real as they became the first European settlers 
in the North Cove. Two of the Young and Hyatt 
children were kidnapped and scalped in an Indian 
raid not long after the family arrived.   
 
Thomas Young would amass more than 2,500 acres 
in land grants stretching from the valley floor to the 
low gap of the Blue Ridge where the Orchard at 
Altapass is now located. But to get title to the land, 
the family had the back-breaking job of clearing out 
a homestead in a wilderness of chestnut trees and 
virgin spruce trees.   
 
When the Revolutionary War opened up the land 
west of the Blue Ridge, Thomas Young’s sons 
Wesley and Strawbridge ventured across into the 
frontier territory of what is now Yancey County.  
Strawbridge and Martha Wilson Young cleared the 
land and built a homestead just up from the South 
Toe River at what is now Newdale and raised a 
family of 11 children. Just before his death in 1834, 
Strawbridge sold the home place to his sons John 
Phagan Young and Josiah A. Young.   
 
Josiah married Frances Ray, daughter of James Bean 
Ray and granddaughter of the richest landowner in 
Yancey County, Thomas Ray. Josiah owned 
hundreds of acres on Shoal Creek, but between 1850 
and 1860, Josiah and Frances would move onto Ray 
family properties on Bolens Creek. 
 

 

 
Joshua Young (Milton Young’s grandfather) and Laura 
Upright Young in front of the cabin circa 1903. 
 

We may never know for sure whether they moved 
into an existing Ray home or whether they hewed 
the giant poplar logs and built this house 
themselves, but for more than a century the Bolens 
Creek house would be home to seven generations of 
the family. When the Civil War reached even into the 
coves of western North Carolina, Josiah and Frances 
saw four of their sons go off to serve in the 
Confederate army.  Dot and Strawb were wounded; 
Drate and Jesse died in service. 
 
The Bolens Creek house eventually passed out of the 
family and stood there empty for many years.  Faced 
with the destruction of the ancestral home place in 
2006, Ralph Young bought the logs and other 
material from the house. In 2016, the Strawbridge 
and Martha Young Foundation was created to 
reconstruct the house on Shoal Creek on property 
Confederate veteran James Dottery Young, bought 
from his father, Josiah Young, in 1869.  Just up the 
road from the reconstructed Josiah Young house is 
the hewn-log house “Dot” Young built more than 
150 years ago.   
 
We stand on sacred ground here in this beautiful 
Shoal Creek Valley with Young’s Knob rising above 
it all like some magnificent ancient monument. It is 
ground that has never been owned by anybody but 
members of our Young family. We can thank our 
rugged ancestors for bringing us to such a beautiful 
place.   


